Summer 2004/ Pasadena
Two-week Intensive: August 2-13
TM521 (English)

Branson/Padilla

TM521: CONGREGATIONS IN THE WORLD: NEIGHBORS, WORKPLACE, AND SOCIETY.
Mark Lau Branson and C. René Padilla.

DESCRIPTION:
This course focuses on how the laity and clergy of a congregation can engage the world
missionally. As a faith community being transformed by the gospel, a church loves, does good,
seeks justice, invites and celebrates. Biblical, theological and practical foundations will be
developed to support an “incarnational” approach for the congregation’s missional life. Topics
include relating careers to mission, community organizing, evangelism, linking churches for
policy work, developing collaborations and non-profit organizations, relating mission to
spirituality, and maintaining a praxis orientation.

RELEVANCE FOR MINISTRY:
Cognitive: the development of evangelical thought concerning holistic mission with special
attention to the last few decades and in conversation with Latin American leaders; Skills:
abilities to do theological reflection on ecclesiology and missiology toward a praxis approach to
transformational ministry and leadership development; Internet research on demographics;
Affective: vision for and commitment to forming congregations that engage their local setting
and the world in transformational mission.

COURSE FORMAT:
Two-week intensive. Week One: Monday-Friday, 1:00-5:00 pm daily. Week Two: Monday-
Thursday at various locations in LA County, 10:00 am - 2:00 pm; on Friday in the Fuller computer
lab, 8:00 am - 12 noon. Class will include lectures, individual and group exercises, reflective
discussions of materials and experiences, field trips, and training in demographic research.

REQUIRED READING:
Escobar, Samuel. Changing Tides: Latin American and World mission Today. Orbis, 2002.
Miguez-Bonino, José. Faces of Latin American Protestantism. Eerdmans, 1997.
Padilla, C. René & T. Yamamori. The Local Church as an Agent of Transformation. Kairés, 2004.
Myers, Bryant. Walking with the Poor. Orbis, 1999.
Sider, Ron, et al. Churches that Make a Difference. Baker, 2002.
Course Reader (English version).

RECOMMENDED READING:
Boff, Leonardo. Ecclesiogenesis. Orbis, 1986.
Bosch, David. Transforming Mission. Orbis, 1991.
Costas, Orlando. Liberating News. Wipf & Stock, 2002.
Dudley, Carl. Community Ministry. Alban, 2002.
Linthicum, Robert. Transforming Power. InterVarsity Press, 2003.
Mott, Charles. Biblical Ethics and Social Change. Oxford, 1982.

ASSIGNMENTS:
(1) Attend class, maintain Student Report Sheet. (2) Read texts and articles on time. Books by
Escobar and Padilla/ Yamamori must be completed early in the first week. Complete schedule of
reading deadlines can be requested from Dr. Branson (mbranson@fuller.edu). (3) In-class exam on
readings. (4) Reflective essay (1000 words) on presentations by Dr. Padilla (due August 20). (5)
Write a 3000-4000 word term paper on the theology and practice of church-based transformational
mission (due Sept 3). (6) To pursue an A, complete an overview of 6 other recommended books.

PREREQUISITES: None.
RELATIONSHIP TO CURRICULUM:
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Meets M. Div. core requirement in missions (MIN8) and M.A. globalization requirement (GLBL).
FINAL EXAMINATION: No.
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