READINGS FROM LUKE 10-19
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Reader 2 (Disciple)
Jesus





Reader 3 (Pharisee)

Reader 1 (Lawyer, bystander)


Reader 4 (Father / Abraham)

Narrator: (ch. 10). After this the Lord appointed seventy others and sent them on ahead of him in pairs to every town and place where he himself intended to go.  He said to them, 

Jesus: The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest. 

Narrator:  Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus. 

Reader 1:  Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?  
Jesus:  What is written in the law? What do you read there?

Reader 1:  You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself. 

Jesus:  You have given the right answer; do this, and you will live.

Reader 1:   And who is my neighbor?

Jesus:   A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell into the hands of robbers, who stripped him, beat him, and went away, leaving him half dead. 
Reader 2:   Now by chance a priest was going down that road; and when he saw him, he passed by on the other side. 
Reader 3:   So likewise a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. 
Reader 4:   But a Samaritan while traveling came near him; and when he saw him, he was moved with pity.  He went to him and bandaged his wounds, having poured oil and wine on them. Then he put him on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of him. The next day he took out two silver coins, gave them to the innkeeper, and said, ‘Take care of him; and when I come back, I will repay you whatever more you spend.’ 
Jesus:  Which of these three, do you think, was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of the robbers?

Reader 1:   The one who showed him mercy.

Jesus: Go and do likewise.

Narrator: (Ch. 11). He was praying in a certain place, and after he had finished, one of his disciples said to him, 

Reader 2: Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his disciples

Jesus: When you pray, say:
Father, hallowed be your name.

Your kingdom come.


Give us each day our daily bread.


And forgive us our sins,

for we ourselves forgive everyone indebted to us.

And do not bring us to the time of trial.”

Narrator: Now he was casting out a demon that was mute; when the demon had gone out, the one who had been mute spoke, and the crowds were amazed. 15 But some of them said, 

Reader 3: He casts out demons by Beelzebul, the ruler of the demons.

Narrator: Others, to test him, kept demanding from him a sign from heaven. 17 But he knew what they were thinking and said to them, 

Jesus: Every kingdom divided against itself becomes a desert, and house falls on house. If Satan also is divided against himself, how will his kingdom stand? —for you say that I cast out the demons by Beelzebul. Now if I cast out the demons by Beelzebul, by whom do your exorcists cast them out? Therefore they will be your judges. But if it is by the finger of God that I cast out the demons, then the kingdom of God has come to you. 

Narrator: (Ch. 13). At that very time there were some present who told him about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices. He asked them, 

Jesus: Do you think that because these Galileans suffered in this way they were worse sinners than all other Galileans? No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all perish as they did. 
Narrator: Jesus went through one town and village after another, teaching as he made his way to Jerusalem. Someone asked him, 

Reader 2: Lord, will only a few be saved? 

Jesus: Strive to enter through the narrow door; for many, I tell you, will try to enter and will not be able. 

Narrator:  At that very hour some Pharisees came and said to him, 

Reader 1: Get away from here, for Herod wants to kill you.

Jesus:  Go and tell that fox for me, ‘Listen, I am casting out demons and performing cures today and tomorrow, and on the third day I finish my work. 33 Yet today, tomorrow, and the next day I must be on my way, because it is impossible for a prophet to be killed outside of Jerusalem.’ 34 Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to it! How often have I desired to gather your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you were not willing! 35 See, your house is left to you. And I tell you, you will not see me until the time comes when you say, ‘Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.’ 

Narrator: (Ch. 15). Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to him. And the Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, 

Reader 3: This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them.
Narrator: So he told them this parable: 

Jesus: Which one of you, having a hundred sheep and losing one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the one that is lost until he finds it? …

Or what woman having ten silver coins, if she loses one of them, does not light a lamp, sweep the house, and search carefully until she finds it? 
  There was a man who had two sons. The younger of them said to his father, 

Reader 2: Father, give me the share of the property that will belong to me.

Jesus:  So he divided his property between them. A few days later the younger son gathered all he had and traveled to a distant country, and there he squandered his property in dissolute living. When he had spent everything, a severe famine took place throughout that country, and he began to be in need. So he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed the pigs. He would gladly have filled himself with the pods that the pigs were eating; and no one gave him anything. But when he came to himself he said, 

Reader 2: How many of my father’s hired hands have bread enough and to spare, but here I am dying of hunger! I will get up and go to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me like one of your hired hands.” 

Jesus: So he set off and went to his father. But while he was still far off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion; he ran and put his arms around him and kissed him. Then the son said to him, 

Reader 2: Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.

Jesus: But the father said to his slaves,

Reader 4: Quickly, bring out a robe—the best one—and put it on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. And get the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate; for this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found!

Jesus: And they began to celebrate. Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and approached the house, he heard music and dancing. He called one of the slaves and asked what was going on. He replied, 

Reader 1: Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fatted calf, because he has got him back safe and sound.

Jesus: Then he became angry and refused to go in. His father came out and began to plead with him. But he answered his father, 

Reader 3: Listen! For all these years I have been working like a slave for you, and I have never disobeyed your command; yet you have never given me even a young goat so that I might celebrate with my friends. But when this son of yours came back, who has devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf for him!’ 

Reader 4: Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. But we had to celebrate and rejoice, because this brother of yours was dead and has come to life; he was lost and has been found.’ ”
Narrator: (16:19ff).   Then  Jesus told them another parable.
Jesus: There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and who feasted sumptuously every day. And at his gate lay a poor man named Lazarus, covered with sores, who longed to satisfy his hunger with what fell from the rich man’s table; even the dogs would come and lick his sores. The poor man died and was carried away by the angels to be with Abraham. The rich man also died and was buried. In Hades, where he was being tormented, he looked up and saw Abraham far away with Lazarus by his side. He called out, 
Reader 3: Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue; for I am in agony in these flames.
Jesus: But Abraham said, 
Reader 4: Child, remember that during your lifetime you received your good things, and Lazarus in like manner evil things; but now he is comforted here, and you are in agony. Besides all this, between you and us a great chasm has been fixed, so that those who might want to pass from here to you cannot do so, and no one can cross from there to us. 

Reader 3: Then, father, I beg you to send him to my father’s house—for I have five brothers—that he may warn them, so that they will not also come into this place of torment. 

Reader 4: They have Moses and the prophets; they should listen to them.

Reader 3: No, father Abraham; but if someone goes to them from the dead, they will repent.

Reader 4: If they do not listen to Moses and the prophets, neither will they be convinced even if someone rises from the dead.

Narrator: A certain ruler asked him, 

Reader 1: Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life? 

Jesus: Why do you call me good? No one is good but God alone. You know the commandments: ‘You shall not commit adultery; You shall not murder; You shall not steal; You shall not bear false witness; Honor your father and mother.

Reader 1: I have kept all these since my youth.

Jesus: There is still one thing lacking. Sell all that you own and distribute the money to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me.

Narrator: But when he heard this, he became sad; for he was very rich. Jesus looked at him and said, 

Jesus: How hard it is for those who have wealth to enter the kingdom of God! 25 Indeed, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.”
Reader 2: Then who can be saved?

Jesus: What is impossible for mortals is possible for God.
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