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Ministry Education in Context 
From the desk of Randy A. Nelson, Director, Contextual Leadership Initiative 

Greetings and welcome to the 2004 – 2005 internship year.  A few of you have already been at this venture 
for one or more months, but I trust it is early enough in the internship for a welcome to still be meaningful.  
Those of us responsible for tending to the work of the Contextual Leadership Initiative look forward to our 
work together with grateful anticipation. 

 

Last year was a transition year for the CLI especially in terms of personnel.  We begin this year with the four 
residential staff/faculty in place and one of the three part-time deployed Contextual Faculty also in place.  A 
brief introduction of each of us follows. 

Alicia Vargas, Associate Director of the Contextual Leadership Initiative, is beginning her second year with 
the CLI.  Prior to that, she served on the PLTS campus as part-time instructor and director of Cross-
Cultural Studies.  She also served part-time as prison chaplain.  Alicia continues to teach on the campus of 
PLTS and works directly with students’ Cross Cultural education requirements. 

Rod Maeker, Associate Director of the Contextual Leadership Initiative, has been the Director of Cross-
Cultural Studies at Luther Seminary since 1992.  His work with cross cultural education will be 
supplemented by his involvement in other dimensions of the work of CLI. 

Laure Schwartz, Contextual Leadership Initiative Coordinator, has been working in the Contextual 
Education office at Luther  since 1993.  As coordinator, she will often be the first point of contact with the 
Contextual Leadership Initiative. 

Margy Schmitt Ajer officially begins her work as deployed Contextual Faculty person on Sept. 1.  She will 
be based in Region 2 where she also serves part-time as a deployed representative for the Division for 
Ministry. 

The CLI office will also have the services available on a part-time basis of Kate Sterner who will primarily 
be working with the technological structures that support our work.  You will see some helpful changes to 
the web site where you access all of your forms for the internship year:         
http://plts.luthersem.edu/cli/internship/intern_forms.asp 

I am beginning my 30th year of work with contextual education, the second as Director of the Contextual 
Leadership Initiative.  Most of the preceding 28 years were served as the Director of Contextual Education 
at Luther. 

As part of this first newsletter, you will find a list identifying which of the five of us – Alicia, Rod, Laure, 
Margy, or me – will be your primary contact person for the year.  Our intention is to be in touch with each 



member of each internship team several times a year in response to the materials that you submit to the 
CLI office.  But we also encourage you to get in touch with your contact person at any point when that 
seems appropriate or useful.  Phone numbers and e-mail addresses for each of us are noted below. 

For those of you in Regions 1, 2, & 3, your contact person will often be the leader of your cluster as well.  
Cluster responsibilities are also identified below.  Arrangements are in the process of being made for each 
cluster and you can expect to hear from your cluster leader shortly. 

Within the next week, a new academic year will begin on both campuses.  It will be a time of renewed 
energy and excitement.  Internships have their own share of energy and excitement.  Our wish as 
faculty/staff is that your internships will contribute both to personal and professional learning and growth 
and to faithful and effective ministry among the people of God.

Alicia Vargas 
510/559-2713 
dravargas@aol.com 
 

Margy Schmitt Ajer 
619/460-9312 
msajer@earthlink.net 
 

Randy A. Nelson 
651/641-3259 
rnelson@luthersem.edu 

 

Rod Maeker 
651/641-3223 
rmaeker@luthersem.edu 
 

Laure Schwartz 
651/641-3266 
lschwart@luthersem.edu 
 

 

 

 

 

INTERNSHIP TEAM CLUSTERS 

WY, CO, AR, NV – Margy Schmitt Ajer 

Northern CA, HI – Margy Schmitt Ajer 

Southern CA – Margy Schmitt Ajer 

OR, WA, AK – Alicia Vargas, Randy Nelson 

Twin Cities Metro 1 – Rod Maeker 

Twin Cities Metro 2 + Western WI – Rod Maeker 

Southern MN – Rod Maeker 

Northern MN – Randy Nelson 

SD, ND, MT – Randy Nelson 

 

 

SUPPORT AND COMMUNICATION --- 

The intern team listing below is in alphabetical order by intern last name.  The e-mail address 
listed is the one we will be using for the supervisor.  ALL SUPERVISORS, please check that 
address to make sure that is the one you use because correspondence from the CLI office will 
primarily come electronically.  A hard copy of this first newsletter will be sent to both intern 
and supervisor but the rest of the communication will be e-mailed to both intern and 
supervisor.



Internship Teams and CLI Contact Persons 

Intern Last 
Name 

Supervisor 
Last Name Church City State Email Address Contact Person 

Abbott Pettersen Oak Knoll Lutheran Minnetonka MN pastor.paul@oklutheran.org Laure Schwartz 

Anderson Linder 
Highview Christiania 
Lutheran Farmington MN highview@frontiernet.net Randy Nelson 

Anenson Hohag Black Forest Lutheran Colorado Springs CO bflc@pcisys.net Margy Schmitt-Ajer 

Austin Dodd 
United Lutheran/Good 
Samaritan Ctr. Eugene OR unluthch@efn.org Alicia Vargas 

Baker Wigstrom Immanuel Lutheran Church Silverton OR deanwigstrom@hotmail.com Alicia Vargas 

Beard Gronbeck 
Zion Lutheran Church of 
Amor Battle Lake MN zionamor@prtel.com Randy Nelson 

Beckstrom Larson Gustavus Adolphus College St. Peter MN rlarson@gustavus.edu Rod Maeker 
Berthelson Sevick Saint Anne Episcopal Church DeSoto TX frgerry@saintannedesoto.org Margy Schmitt-Ajer 
Blake Strenge Living Waters Lutheran Sauk Rapids MN pastorlarry@livingwaterssr.org Randy Nelson 
Block Negstad St. James Lutheran Crystal MN anegstad@hotmail.com Rod Maeker 
Bonesho Cross St. Mary Magdalene Savage MN pastor@savagesaints.org Laure Schwartz 
Bovendam Park Bricker Trinity Lutheran Church McAlisterville PA tlchurch@tricountyi.net Randy Nelson 
Burkhalter Yackel-Juleen First/Grace Lutheran Windom MN shf@rconnect.com Rod Maeker 
Burroughs Derrick Salem Lutheran Brenham TX salem@alpha1.net Margy Schmitt-Ajer 
Chapman Watrud Christ Lutheran East Northport NY watrud@optonline.net Alicia Vargas 
Chinery Hardy Salem Evangelical Minneapolis MN rdhardy@visi.com Laure Schwartz 
Dahl Lindus Trinity Lutheran Freeland WA rvlindus@whidbey.com Alicia Vargas 
Ede Olsen King of Kings Lutheran Woodbury MN rolsen@kingofkingswdby.org Laure Schwartz 
Emerson Jacobson Trinity Lutheran Eau Claire WI kurt@trinity-ec.org Alicia Vargas 
Erdmann Pepelnjak Zion Evangelical Lutheran Pelican Rapids MN zionpastor@loretel.net Randy Nelson 
Fite Benson Zumbro Lutheran Church Rochester MN zlcbenson@qwest.net Laure Schwartz 
Franzen Peters Atonement Lutheran Sacramento CA pastor-david@sbcglobal.net Margy Schmitt-Ajer 
Grega Bruns Resurrection Lutheran St. Joseph MN dbruns@warpdriveonline.com Rod Maeker 
Grindberg Barber Lutheran Church of Honolulu Honolulu Oahu HI dbarber@hawaii.rr.com Margy Schmitt-Ajer 
Grismer Johnson Bethlehem Lutheran St. Paul MN blcmidway@msn.com Laure Schwartz 

Guttormson Holmes 
Bear River/St. Paul's 
Lutheran Cook MN kathyh8@earthlink.net Randy Nelson 

Hahn Tuohino 
Living Christ Community 
Church Flagstaff AZ email@livingchristchurch.org Margy Schmitt-Ajer 

Hansen Lestock Trinity Lutheran Owatonna MN johnl@tlcowatonna.org Rod Maeker 



Hanson Norland Emmanuel Lutheran Tacoma WA dnorland@hotmail.com Alicia Vargas 
Hanson Olson Christ Lutheran Lakewood WA prrandy44@comcast.net Alicia Vargas 
Hay Heisley Mount Olive Lutheran Minneapolis MN luthbill@aol.com Rod Maeker 
Holmen Lockerby Kenyon Area Internship Kenyon MN   Rod Maeker 
Holtz Ross St. Paul Lutheran Castle Rock WA rross@toledotel.com Randy Nelson 

Hoppe Carlson 
St. Matthew's New Life 
Lutheran Madison WI rcar681455@aol.com Laure Schwartz 

Jacobson Schock 
Wittenberg Ctr/ St. Thomas 
Church 

D-06886 
Lutherstadt 
Wittenberg Germany elcawittenbergcenter@t-online.de Randy Nelson 

James Dyrhaug Alleluia! Lutheran Church St. Michael MN jdyrhaug@alleluialutheranchurch.org Rod Maeker 
James Nelson Spirit of Joy Lutheran Buffalo MN pastorjosh@sojonline.org Rod Maeker 

Jezusko Tjornehoj 
Christ Lutheran on Capitol 
Hill St. Paul MN pastor.sue@juno.com Rod Maeker 

Johnson Wilkins-Arnold 
Good Samaritan Lutheran 
Church Lexington Park MD office@goodsamlutheran.com Margy Schmitt-Ajer 

Johnson Zarth Oak Grove Lutheran Richfield MN tzarth@oakgrovelutheran.org Rod Maeker 
Johnson Taylor Fir-Conway Lutheran Mt. Vernon WA prmst@juno.com Alicia Vargas 
Juntunen Thompson Lutheran Church of Hope West Des Moines IA merv.thompson@hopewdm.org Laure Schwartz 
Kane Dunfee St. Stephen Lutheran Gladstone OR sdunfee855@aol.com Alicia Vargas 
Kemp Hedman Imanuel/Trinity Fond Du Lac WI pastorhedmanit@charter.net Laure Schwartz 

Kinney Murphy 
Lutheran Church of the 
Ascension Citrus Heights CA cindy@luthchurch.org Margy Schmitt-Ajer 

Kluver Sveom Faith Lutheran Church Staples MN flcprsteve@arvig.net Randy Nelson 

Koeneke Erickson Shepherd of the Valley Phoenix AZ pastorbrian@shepherdofvalley.com Margy Schmitt-Ajer 

Larson Espe 
LeSueur River/Vista 
Lutheran New Richland MN ceespe@smig.net Laure Schwartz 

Lathrop Carlson Christ the King Lutheran Bloomington MN kcarlson@ctkb.org Laure Schwartz 

Lenz Sanders 
Shepherd of the Valley 
Lutheran Galt CA marysandrs@aol.com Margy Schmitt-Ajer 

Lowe Nolte St. Andrew's Lutheran Los Angeles CA cnolte@juno.com Margy Schmitt-Ajer 

Malone Simmons 
Reformation Lutheran 
Church Philadelphia PA bikerrev67@aol.com Alicia Vargas 

Mathiason Knotts St. Stephen Lutheran Miffintown PA louiseknotts@earthlink.net Randy Nelson 
McGuffie Nelson Grace Lutheran Wenatchee WA jnelson@nwi.net Alicia Vargas 



Mickelson Olson 
Hegland, Lusne and Solem 
Lutheran Churches Hawley MN thomas.olson@worldnet.att.net Randy Nelson 

Miller Delzer Our Savior's Lutheran Faribault MN shdelzer@yahoo.com Laure Schwartz 
Miller Wendland First Lutheran Glenville MN prmark@smig.net Rod Maeker 
Muellerleile Koons Good Shepherd Lutheran Berwick PA revjrk@hotmail.com Randy Nelson 
Neugebauer Reimers Fron Lutheran Starbuck MN revreimers@juno.com Randy Nelson 
Norstad Deloach Peace Lutheran Dresser WI peace@centurytel.net Rod Maeker 

Okrzynski Molin 
Our Savior's Lutheran 
Church Stillwater MN stevemolin@hotmail.com Laure Schwartz 

Oldfather Carter St. Matthew Lutheran Avon CT pastor-carter@stmatthewavon.org Alicia Vargas 
Olson Nelson Zion Lutheran Cottage Grove MN zyouth@mninter.net Laure Schwartz 

Olson Brondos 
Iglesia Luterana El Buen 
Pastor 

Lomas de 
Chapultepec Mexico davidbrondos@prodigy.net.mx Randy Nelson 

Olstead Lundgren St. John Lutheran Kailua HI pkarlal@aol.com Margy Schmitt-Ajer 

Ostlie-Olson Jensen 
St. John United Luth/Public 
Policy Office Seattle WA revcjen@aol.com Alicia Vargas 

Pankow Foster First Lutheran Buhl MN kristin@messiahlutheran.us Randy Nelson 
Peterson Holte Trinity Lutheran Brainerd MN pastordave@brainerd.net Randy Nelson 
Peterson-
Koesterman Hadland Augustana Lutheran Church Fergus Falls MN hads@prtel.com Randy Nelson 

Porisch Sbertoli Farmington Lutheran Farmington MN jim.sbertoli@farmingtonlutheran.org Randy Nelson 
Prasek Russell Central Lutheran Everett WA jtr82@comcast.net Alicia Vargas 
Punch Moe Redeemer Lutheran Portland OR tmoex@aol.com Alicia Vargas 
Quigley Ottum Lutheran Church of Hope Anchorage AK lcoh@alaska.net Alicia Vargas 
Rakness Selbo St. Timothy Lutheran San Jose CA dan.selbo@st-tims-lutheran.org Margy Schmitt-Ajer 

Rhodes Orvick 
Diamond Lake Lutheran 
Church Minneapolis MN mark.orvick@dllc.org Rod Maeker 

Robinson Chronis 
Braham Evangelical 
Lutheran Braham MN ila@brahamlutheran.com Randy Nelson 

Roise Narum Prairie Lutheran Parish Stanley ND pmenarum@hotmail.com Randy Nelson 

Scharmer Hinojosa 
Camino Real Christian 
Fellowship San Antonio TX ernie@givemejesus.org Margy Schmitt-Ajer 

Schraan Wegener Woodlake Lutheran Richfield MN woodlake@unidial.com Rod Maeker 
Settergren Haug Christ Lutheran Marine on St. Croix MN haugclc@scc.net Laure Schwartz 
Song Randall All Saints Lutheran Cupertino CA jrandall@sunny4.care.com Margy Schmitt-Ajer 



Speirs Mueller 
Our Redeemer/Minnehaha 
Communion Minneapolis MN pastorharry@hotmail.com Laure Schwartz 

Sperstad Freund Faith Lutheran Church Hutchinson MN randyf@faithlc.com Rod Maeker 
Straus Pike Sierra Evangelical Lutheran Sierra Vista AZ selc@sierralutheran.org Margy Schmitt-Ajer 
Strydom Hagen Bethlehem Lutheran Cedar Falls IA mhagen5842@aol.com Laure Schwartz 
Torgerson Christenson Community Lutheran Las Vegas NV clcdata@aol.com Margy Schmitt-Ajer 
Vingelis Moen Good Shepherd Plover WI pastor@eflock.org Laure Schwartz 
Von 
Ochsenstein Meyer Lutheran Student Center Lincoln NE llmeyer@juno.com Randy Nelson 
Wang Kelly Redeemer Lutheran Fridley MN s.kelly@redeemerfridley.org Rod Maeker 
Weber Hallonquist St. John Lutheran Minneapolis MN markhallonquist415@msn.com Rod Maeker 

Webster Peterson 
Lutheran Lakota Shared 
Ministry Pine Ridge SD larryp@gwtc.net Randy Nelson 

Weckwerth Sampson St Paul Lutheran Stillwater MN ssampson@stpaullc.org Rod Maeker 
Williams Nelson Living Waters Lutheran Lino Lakes MN tim_g_nelson@hotmail.com Laure Schwartz 

Wilson Hartwig 
Lutheran Church of Our 
Redeemer Sacramento CA pastorrobyn@aol.com Margy Schmitt-Ajer 

Winston Gruebmeyer Triumphant Lutheran Garden Ridge TX pastormark@triumphantinchrist.org Margy Schmitt-Ajer 

Wittman Kaurin Messiah Lutheran Church Auburn WA 
pastorgreg@messiahlutheranchurch.
org Alicia Vargas 

Yahns Jorgenson Amazing Grace Lutheran Anchorage AK agreve@gci.net Alicia Vargas 
 

 


