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From the desk of Randy A. Nelson, Director, Contextual Leadership Initiative

Greetings and welcome to the 2004 — 2005 internship year. A few of you have already been at this venture
for one or more months, but I trust it is early enough in the internship for a welcome to still be meaningful.
Those of us responsible for tending to the work of the Contextual Leadership Initiative look forward to our
work together with grateful anticipation.

Last year was a transition year for the CLI especially in terms of personnel. We begin this year with the four
residential staff/faculty in place and one of the three part-time deployed Contextual Faculty also in place. A
brief introduction of each of us follows.

Alicia Vargas, Associate Director of the Contextual Leadership Initiative, is beginning her second year with
the CLI. Prior to that, she served on the PLTS campus as part-time instructor and director of Cross-
Cultural Studies. She also served part-time as prison chaplain. Alicia continues to teach on the campus of
PLTS and works directly with students’ Cross Cultural education requirements.

Rod Maeker, Associate Director of the Contextual Leadership Initiative, has been the Director of Cross-
Cultural Studies at Luther Seminary since 1992. His work with cross cultural education will be
supplemented by his involvement in other dimensions of the work of CLI.

Laure Schwartz, Contextual Leadership Initiative Coordinator, has been working in the Contextual
Education office at Luther since 1993. As coordinator, she will often be the first point of contact with the
Contextual Leadership Initiative.

Margy Schmitt Ajer officially begins her work as deployed Contextual Faculty person on Sept. 1. She will
be based in Region 2 where she also serves part-time as a deployed representative for the Division for
Ministry.

The CLI office will also have the services available on a part-time basis of Kate Sterner who will primarily
be working with the technological structures that support our work. You will see some helpful changes to
the web site where you access all of your forms for the internship year:
http://plts.luthersem.edu/cliZinternship/intern_forms.asp

I am beginning my 30" year of work with contextual education, the second as Director of the Contextual
Leadership Initiative. Most of the preceding 28 years were served as the Director of Contextual Education
at Luther.

As part of this first newsletter, you will find a list identifying which of the five of us — Alicia, Rod, Laure,
Margy, or me — will be your primary contact person for the year. Our intention is to be in touch with each



member of each internship team several times a year in response to the materials that you submit to the
CLI office. But we also encourage you to get in touch with your contact person at any point when that
seems appropriate or useful. Phone numbers and e-mail addresses for each of us are noted below.

For those of you in Regions 1, 2, & 3, your contact person will often be the leader of your cluster as well.
Cluster responsibilities are also identified below. Arrangements are in the process of being made for each
cluster and you can expect to hear from your cluster leader shortly.

Within the next week, a new academic year will begin on both campuses. It will be a time of renewed
energy and excitement. Internships have their own share of energy and excitement. Our wish as
faculty/staff is that your internships will contribute both to personal and professional learning and growth
and to faithful and effective ministry among the people of God.

Alicia Vargas Margy Schmitt Ajer Randy A. Nelson Rod Maeker Laure Schwartz
510/559-2713 619/460-9312 651/641-3259 651/641-3223 651/641-3266
dravargas@aol.com msajer@earthlink.net rnelson@luthersem.edu  rmaeker@Iluthersem.edu  Ischwart@luthersem.edu

INTERNSHIP TEAM CLUSTERS
WY, CO, AR, NV — Margy Schmitt Ajer
Northern CA, HI — Margy Schmitt Ajer
Southern CA — Margy Schmitt Ajer
OR, WA, AK - Alicia Vargas, Randy Nelson
Twin Cities Metro 1 — Rod Maeker
Twin Cities Metro 2 + Western W1 — Rod Maeker
Southern MN — Rod Maeker
Northern MN — Randy Nelson
SD, ND, MT - Randy Nelson

SUPPORT AND COMMUNICATION --

The intern team listing below is in alphabetical order by intern last name. The e-mail address
listed is the one we will be using for the supervisor. ALL SUPERVISORS, please check that
address to make sure that is the one you use because correspondence from the CLI office will
primarily come electronically. A hard copy of this first newsletter will be sent to both intern
and supervisor but the rest of the communication will be e-mailed to both intern and
supervisor.



Internship Teams and CLI Contact Persons

Intern Last Supervisor
Name Last Name Church City State Email Address Contact Person
Abbott Pettersen Oak Knoll Lutheran Minnetonka MN pastor.paul@oklutheran.org Laure Schwartz
Highview Christiania
Anderson Linder Lutheran Farmington MN highview@frontiernet.net Randy Nelson
Anenson Hohag Black Forest Lutheran Colorado Springs CO bflc@pcisys.net Margy Schmitt-Ajer
United Lutheran/Good
Austin Dodd Samaritan Ctr. Eugene OR unluthch@efn.org Alicia Vargas
Baker Wigstrom Immanuel Lutheran Church Silverton OR deanwigstrom@hotmail.com Alicia Vargas
Zion Lutheran Church of
Beard Gronbeck Amor Battle Lake MN zionamor@prtel.com Randy Nelson
Beckstrom Larson Gustavus Adolphus College St. Peter MN rlarson@gustavus.edu Rod Maeker
Berthelson Sevick Saint Anne Episcopal Church = DeSoto TX frgerry@saintannedesoto.org Margy Schmitt-Ajer
Blake Strenge Living Waters Lutheran Sauk Rapids MN pastorlarry@livingwaterssr.org Randy Nelson
Block Negstad St. James Lutheran Crystal MN anegstad@hotmail.com Rod Maeker
Bonesho Cross St. Mary Magdalene Savage MN pastor@savagesaints.org Laure Schwartz
Bovendam Park Bricker Trinity Lutheran Church McAlisterville PA tichurch@tricountyi.net Randy Nelson
Burkhalter Yackel-Juleen | First/Grace Lutheran Windom MN shf@rconnect.com Rod Maeker
Burroughs Derrick Salem Lutheran Brenham TX salem@alphal.net Margy Schmitt-Ajer
Chapman Watrud Christ Lutheran East Northport NY watrud@optonline.net Alicia Vargas
Chinery Hardy Salem Evangelical Minneapolis MN rdhardy@visi.com Laure Schwartz
Dahl Lindus Trinity Lutheran Freeland WA rvlindus@whidbey.com Alicia Vargas
Ede Olsen King of Kings Lutheran Woodbury MN rolsen@kingofkingswdby.org Laure Schwartz
Emerson Jacobson Trinity Lutheran Eau Claire Wi kurt@trinity-ec.org Alicia Vargas
Erdmann Pepelnjak Zion Evangelical Lutheran Pelican Rapids MN zionpastor@loretel.net Randy Nelson
Fite Benson Zumbro Lutheran Church Rochester MN zlcbhenson@qwest.net Laure Schwartz
Franzen Peters Atonement Lutheran Sacramento CA pastor-david@sbcglobal.net Margy Schmitt-Ajer
Grega Bruns Resurrection Lutheran St. Joseph MN dbruns@warpdriveonline.com Rod Maeker
Grindberg Barber Lutheran Church of Honolulu = Honolulu Oahu HI dbarber@hawaii.rr.com Margy Schmitt-Ajer
Grismer Johnson Bethlehem Lutheran St. Paul MN blcmidway@msn.com Laure Schwartz
Bear River/St. Paul's
Guttormson Holmes Lutheran Cook MN kathyh8 @earthlink.net Randy Nelson
Living Christ Community
Hahn Tuohino Church Flagstaff AZ email@livingchristchurch.org Margy Schmitt-Ajer
Hansen Lestock Trinity Lutheran Owatonna MN johni@tlcowatonna.org Rod Maeker
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Our Savior's Lutheran
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Faith Lutheran Church
Sierra Evangelical Lutheran
Bethlehem Lutheran
Community Lutheran
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Lutheran Student Center
Redeemer Lutheran

St. John Lutheran
Lutheran Lakota Shared
Ministry
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