The Meaning of Jesus: Two Visions

Marcus J. Borg/ N. T. Wright

Introduction:

· bringing the conversation into this pluralistic discussion of a public/cross-cultural world

· reexamination of the traditions about Jesus: gospels, experiences, christianity (christian movement

· consider how different visions of Jesus relate to different visions of the Christian life: what does it mean to follow Jesus

Chapter 1:  Marcus Borg

Seeing Jesus: Sources, Lenses, and Method

How do we know about Jesus?

What are our Sources?

How do we use them?

1) The Nature of the Gospels

a) they are a developing tradition:  (cf. mark, Luke 1:1-4)

b) they are a mixture of:

· history Remembered

history metaphorized (to see as; symbol, theme, )

· cf. Mark 8, 9, 10: stories of the blind healing: 8:22f.

2) the figure of Jesus: 

a) the human earthly figure of the past: of Nazareth, Galilean Jew of first century

b) the Jesus of Christian theology, devotion and worship

the Pre-Easter Jesus

the Post-Easter Jesus 

3) Lenses for Seeing Jesus:

· the four gospels

· ancient Judaism

· study of the social world of Jesus: what was the first century Palestine like

· cross-cultural study of religion: how does religious experience work

4) Importance of World view:

the world as a closed box/ system: truth = facts 

the world that is open to the sacred, mystery, 

4) Method: Early layers plus context

Step 1) determining what is early:

· Paul

· Q

· Mark

· Matthew and Luke

· John

· Gospel of Thomas

· using double attestation, coherence, distinctiveness from pressures of tradition

Step 2) examining historical context

social world of the jewish homeland in the first third of the first century:  (cf. Sepphoris) from early Christian litearture; Jewish literature; archeology

a world of great social change and sharp tensions: revolution: politics and economics.

commercialization; poverty, dislocation of peasants

Chapter 2: N. T. Wright

Knowing Jesus: Faith and History

the split world view: how do we view the world: how do we know

faith – history

religion – politics

values  -- facts

proposal: we know jesus from both perspectives: to overcome the split:

to be open to a different way of knowing: 

from the perspective of history: the available sources do not offer a coherent picture:

except the view that Jesus was a Jewish prophet announcing the king of God

from the perspective of faith: to know Jesus through a present and dynamic relationship of personal experience

These knowings are indivisible (p. 26)
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