Martin Luther: On Christian Liberty (1520)
"The whole of the Christian life in a brief form"
Part 1: The Inner Person Lives by Faith

The key to understanding faith is to experience the truth of what is meant by:

"Freedom" and "Bondage" of the Spirit:
A Christian is a perfectly free lord of all, subject to none

A Christian is a perfectly dutiful servant of all, subject to all
cf. 1 Cor. 9:19
The Model is Christ: love is by nature ready to serve and be subject to the one who is loved.


cf. Philippians 2:5f.
A two-fold nature of humanity:

Spiritual (inner/new/renewed every day)

Bodily (outward/old/wasting away)

I. The Inner Person Lives by Faith – characterized by "life", "righteousness,"  "freedom"

A. Lives only by  the Word of God – no other/external thing/work has any bearing

B. Word of God is Gospel of God concerning the Son, Jesus(born, suffered, rose, glorified)

C. Only Faith receives/hears the Word

Faith and Works are opposites: No other work makes a Christian: to believe on the one whom God sent
D. The Powers of Faith (How does faith do this?)

1. First Power of Faith: Believes the Promises of God
Faith intoxicates, empowers the person to live without the law because it believes the promises of God

All scripture =  Commands // Promises

Commands:  teach us to know self, to know our inability, to despair of self, to know our helplessness

Promises: declare the glory and mercy of God, call the person to come and believe in Christ

The Promises of God give what the commands demand

The soul which clings by faith to the promises, shares in their power, is saturated and intoxicated like a "heated and glowing iron"
2. Second Power of Faith: Honors God as Trustworthy and Faithful
Honors the one in whom it trusts by believing God's promises

The highest worship of God = to believe that God is truthful and can be trusted to do what God promises: that God will do all things well

Faith works truth and righteousness by giving to God what belongs to God

3. The Third Power of Faith: Unites the Soul with Christ
By believing the promises, unites the soul to Christ

Christ and the soul become one flesh: A "royal marriage," a "great exchange"

Soul boasts to own whatever Christ has: grace, life, salvation

Christ claims whatever belongs to the soul: sin, death, damnation

Like Christ: Priests and Kings

For the One who believes:  A New Identity

Key is not what works are done, but Who does them:

We are joined with Christ and made Priests and Kings

1. As Kings:  free lords with spiritual power through which all works for good

2. As Priests: worthy to:

Boldly stand in the presence of God

Pray and intercede for one another

Teach one another the things of God's promises

For the one who does not believe: Nothing works for good

In sum: The Inner Person by Faith Hears the Word of God and Believes God's Promises:
That Christ is preached in such a way that he becomes Christ "for us" so that the promises of God become effectual in us: why he came, what he brought and bestowed, and what benefit it is to accept such gifts.

