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People of the Word
Reading the Bible: First Things
Some perspectives from which we read/ study/ understand the Scriptures

We are People of the Word

· More than that we read the Bible

· We read as ones called into being by the Word of God

· We read expecting that God will continue to do so again

Analogies for our Reading

· Incarnation: the Word became flesh and lived among us

· Sacraments:

Lord's Supper: bread/wine//body/blood
Baptism: water/word//life/salvation
· Preaching of the Word 
· Treasure in earthen vessels (2 Cor 4:7)

· God's Word is never abstract truths, but addressed to specific situations
Being People of the Word means:

· Authority and Interpretation: Dynamic not Static: Read/Study-Listen/Understand 

· Living with Ambiguity

· Living with Diversity

· Hearing involves risk: a new Word for new occasions

	For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return there until they have watered the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. Isaiah 55:10-11


Word of God

Word of God/ Living and Active

Hebrews 4:12 Indeed, the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing until it divides soul from spirit, joints from marrow; it is able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart. 13 And before him no creature is hidden, but all are naked and laid bare to the eyes of the one to whom we must render an account.

Matthew 4:4 But he answered, "It is written, 'One does not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.'" (= Deuteronomy 8:3)
Colossians 3:16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God. 17 And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.

1 Peter 1:24 For "All flesh is like grass and all its glory like the flower of grass. The grass withers, and the flower falls, 25 but the word of the Lord endures forever." That word is the good news that was announced to you.

1 Peter 2:1 Rid yourselves, therefore, of all malice, and all guile, insincerity, envy, and all slander. 2 Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into salvation--

John 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.

John 1:14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth.

Scriptures/Writing/Inspiration

Luke 24:27 Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the things about himself in all the scriptures.

Luke 24:44 Then he said to them, "These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you-- that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled." 45 Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, 46 and he said to them, "Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, 47 and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these things.

John 20:30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book. 31 But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name.

Acts 17:11 These Jews were more receptive than those in Thessalonica, for they welcomed the message very eagerly and examined the scriptures every day to see whether these things were so.

Romans 1:16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel; it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who has faith, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. 17 For in it the righteousness of God is revealed through faith for faith; as it is written, "The one who is righteous will live by faith."

1 Corinthians 1:4 I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been given you in Christ Jesus, 5 for in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of every kind-- 6 just as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you-- 7 so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. 8 He will also strengthen you to the end, so that you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 God is faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

1 Corinthians 2:4 My speech and my proclamation were not with plausible words of wisdom, but with a demonstration of the Spirit and of power, 5 so that your faith might rest not on human wisdom but on the power of God. 6 Yet among the mature we do speak wisdom, though it is not a wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this age, who are doomed to perish. 7 But we speak God's wisdom, secret and hidden, which God decreed before the ages for our glory.

2 Corinthians 1:19 For the Son of God, Jesus Christ, whom we proclaimed among you, Silvanus and Timothy and I, was not "Yes and No"; but in him it is always "Yes." 20 For in him every one of God's promises is a "Yes." For this reason it is through him that we say the "Amen," to the glory of God.

2 Timothy 3:14 But as for you, continue in what you have learned and firmly believed, knowing from whom you learned it, 15 and how from childhood you have known the sacred writings that are able to instruct you for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 16 All scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, 17 so that everyone who belongs to God may be proficient, equipped for every good work.

2 Peter 1:19 So we have the prophetic message more fully confirmed. You will do well to be attentive to this as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts. 20 First of all you must understand this, that no prophecy of scripture is a matter of one's own interpretation, 21 because no prophecy ever came by human will, but men and women moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God.

2 Peter 2:1 But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there will be false teachers among you, who will secretly bring in destructive opinions. They will even deny the Master who bought them-- bringing swift destruction on themselves.

2 Peter 3:15 and regard the patience of our Lord as salvation. So also our beloved brother Paul wrote to you according to the wisdom given him, 16 speaking of this as he does in all his letters. There are some things in them hard to understand, which the ignorant and unstable twist to their own destruction, as they do the other scriptures. 17 You therefore, beloved, since you are forewarned, beware that you are not carried away with the error of the lawless and lose your own stability. 18 But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be the glory both now and to the day of eternity. Amen.
Martin Luther on the Word of God: (16th century)

To obtain such faith God instituted the office of the ministry, that is, provided the Gospel and the sacraments. Through these, as through means, he gives the Holy Spirit, who works faith, when and where he pleases, in those who hear the Gospel. And the Gospel teaches that we have a gracious God, not by our own merits but by the merits of Christ, when we believe this.


Condemned are the Anabaptists and others who teach that the Holy Spirit comes to us through our own preparations, thoughts, and works without the external word of the Gospel. (Augsburg Confession, Art. V)


In these matters, which concern the external, spoken word, we must hold firmly to the conviction that God gives no one his Spirit or grace except though or with the external which comes before....Even those who have come to faith before they were baptized and those who came to faith in Baptism came to their faith through the external Word Which preceded....Whatever is attributed to the Spirit apart form such Word and sacrament is of the devil. (The Smalcald Articles, VIII. Lull pp. 530‑531)


First, the holy Christian people are recognized by their possession of the holy word of God....Now, wherever you hear or see this word preached, believed, professed, and lived, do not doubt that the true ecclesia sancta catholica. "a Christian holy people" must be there, even though their number is very small....And even if there were no other sign than this alone, it would still suffice to prove that a Christian, holy people must exist there, for God's word cannot be without God's people, and conversely, God's people cannot be without God's word. (On The Councils and the Church LW 41:149-150


I believe that it has now become clear that it is not enough or in any sense Christian to preach the works, life, and words of Christ as historical facts, as if the knowledge of these would suffice for the conduct of life. Yet this is the fashion among those who must today be regarded as our best preachers. Far less is it sufficient or Christian to say nothing at all about Christ and to teach instead the laws of men and the decrees of the fathers. Now there are not a few who preach Christ and read about him that they may move men's affections to sympathy with Christ, to anger against the Jews, and such childish and effeminate nonsense.

Rather ought Christ to be preached to the end that faith in him may be established and that he may not only be Christ, but be Christ for you and me, and that what is said of him and is denoted in his name may be effectual in us. 


Such faith is produced and preserved in us by preaching why Christ came, what he brought and bestowed, what benefit it is to us to accept him. This is done when that Christian liberty which he bestows is rightly taught and we are told in what way we Christians are kings and priests and therefore lords of all and may firmly believe that whatever we have done is pleasing and acceptable in the sight of God. ("The Freedom of a Christian," Lull p. 609)

John Wycliffe's rules for the Interpretation of the Bible (14th cent.)

It shall greatly help ye to enderstande Scripture,

If thou mark not only what is spoken and written,

But of whom, and to whom,

With what words,

At what time,

Where,

To what extent,

With what circumstances,

Considering what goeth before,

And what followeth.

Martin Luther on the Word of God: (16th century)

What is the Word of God for me?  One must deal carefully with Scripture.  The Word of God came about in diverse ways from the beginning and one must see not only whether it is God's Word and whether God spoke it, but, much more, to whom it is spoken and whether it is intended for you or for another.  Then there is a partition as between summer and winter.  God spoke a great deal to David and told him to do this and that.  But it is no concern of mine.  Nor is it spoken to me.  He can speak to me if he wishes to have it so.  You must look at the Word that concerns you, that is spoken to you and does not concern another.  There are two kinds of "Word" in Scripture.  One does not concern me or have aught to do with me.  The other has to do with me, and following that which has to do with me I may boldly go forward and rely on it as on a strong rock.  If it does not deal with me, I must stand still.  The false prophets rush in and say, dear people, this is God's Word.  It is true, we cannot deny it, but we are not the people to whom he speaks.

Leonard Hodgson on the Bible (20th century)

The events which embody God's redemptive activity are known to us through the Biblical writers. They put down what they see and pass it on to us, and what was revelation to them becomes revelation to us as the Holy Spirit opens our eyes to see through their eyes and to see what they saw. We need all the help we can get from theological scholarship to enable us to see clearly and accurately as we can through the eyes of those on whose witness we depend. But we have to look as people of our own age and culture, trusting in the Holy Spirit to guide us as we seek to discount whatever in their vision was miscolored by the misconceptions of their age and to grasp whatever new insights he may have in store for us as he fulfills our Lord's promise that he will lead us into all truth.
ELCA Constitution on Word of God (20th century)

This church confesses Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior and the Gospel as the power of God for the salvation of all who believe.

a) Jesus Christ is the Word of God incarnate, through whom everything was made and through whose life, death, and resurrection God fashions a new creation.

b) The proclamation of God's message to us as both Law and Gospel is the Word of God, revealing judgment and mercy through word and deed, beginning with the Word in creation, continuing in the history of Israel, and centering in all its fullness in the person and work of Jesus Christ.

c) The canonical Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments are the written Word of God. Inspired by God's Spirit speaking through their authors, they record and announce God's revelation centering in Jesus Christ. Through them God's Spirit speaks to us to create and sustain Christian faith and fellowship for service in the world.

Synoptics:Mark. Boyce. Spring 2008. p. 5

