Designs for Living: Paul and Luther on Christian Freedom

The Christians's Calling in the World, by Marc Kolden
Christian Vocation:

Q & A:  

· If salvation is by God's doing, by faith alone, then what about good works?  the law?  Of what good is it to be a "good" person?

· Good works are commanded by God, so they are not optional – but they are "good" because and insofar as they serve the neighbor

1. God loves the world and wants to get it loved through our good works. Christian vocation is concrete and flows out of God's concern for and love of the world.

2. Vocation = the work of all Christians in all their roles and places of responsibility. Vocation takes place right where you are in those roles that are given to all persons by their place in family, society, and world.

3. Good works are not about or for eternal life: they are for this life – for the care and well being of the neighbor – in families, in communities, in school, in work, in government and business, i.e. in all roles of daily life.

4. Vocation is the sum total of the broad ways in which God continues to create and sustain life in this world (see Luther's explanation of the First Article of the Creed)

The Word of God
God's word is both Law and Gospel – (or cf. Luther, On Christian Liberty)  Commands and Promise

The Gospel sets us free from the law's condemnation – free to seek the good of our neighbor
Vocation and Sanctification

Our life depends on being "in Christ" 

"It is no longer I who live, but Christ who is living in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me." Galat. 2:20

Sin has to do not with being human, but in wanting and acting as if we want to be more than human.

We "defect" from the call to love our neighbor and it is this "defection" in us that stands accused by the law and needs to be put to death.  (cf. "We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of Jesus Christ, have mercy on us, forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your way." Brief Order for Confession and Forgiveness, LBW)
One way God does this "putting to death" is through our vocations – our callings to love the neighbor in our daily life.  Loving the neighbor means surrendering the self.

There is a "cross" in every vocation.  We do not need to seek it; it finds us, and through it God puts us to death so that God can raise us up again to new life. (cf. Baptisms daily dying and rising with Christ)

The Gospel promise of forgiveness then leads us in freedom into the messiness and ambiguity of daily life to care not about ourselves, but about the neighbor.

God's Work in Creation

1. God is continually "creating" and "preserving" everything that exists in the whole world. All creation is related to God's gracious and creative love. (God rains on the just and unjust)
2. There is sin and brokenness in the world, but God still creates anew each day, and all that comes from God is good – our reason & abilities, family, society, community, etc.

Faith helps us see this and sets us free to serve in God's world.

3. In Christ we are "new creations"

Redemption through Christ puts to death that sin which seeks to flee our humanity and our neighbors.

It reclaims and restores us to complete and fulfill the work of God.

It sets us free to be "creatures:" 

· to see life as good because it comes from God

· to see others as those through whom God comes to us and to whom God comes through us.

Questions for Discussion:

1.What special insight stands out from your reading for this week? (aha!)

2. Where did the reading seem especially to touch your own faith experience?

3. What questions or challenges did the reading raise for you?  

4. If "Vocation" means those roles and responsibilities "right where you are," then what are some specific roles of your "vocation" --- some concrete aspects of your calling right here and now?

Talk about those roles:   

· What are the difficulties (crosses)?   

· What are the joys/delights?
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