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The Christian's Calling in the World, by Marc Kolden
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God’s Work through Us

Christ frees us from seeking to keep God’s law as a means of achieving salvation –and frees us for living according to the law as a means of benefiting others by promoting good and opposing evil.

· We are saved by faith and not by good works for God

· Freed from worry about salvation so that our works can be directed to the care of creation – to those who need them
· God’s work in creation is very specific and concrete – God works through us to keep world going and bless its inhabitants

· Believers and non-believers alike have divine callings to serve God by seeking common good in every aspect of the ordinary places of life – the only places where good works matter

Wherever we are – there we aer called

Our Work with God

We will find God’s will in and through the demands and contexts in which we find ourselves.

Our callings in jobs or as members of family, etc. are means by which God keeps world going and gets people loved

Christian vocation is related to God’s creative work
· Knowing that where we are, there we are called and serve God by caring for others gives
· confidence in decisions and actions 

· invites reflection on which God is doing through us and in our world
· Being called does not automatically tell us what we are to do or how  we are to do it

· the gospel has to do with salvation, not used to run the world

· God rules the world of creation through law – where God’s will is defined by what is required in a given situation 

· Requires (not being naïve or mislead by the devil) sorting out the rightful from impossible and unwise expectations/demands

Faith and Our Callings

· The gift of faith in Christ affects how we carry out our callings

· Our faith calls us to a living relationship with the one who calls us, through worship, prayer, fellowship, Bible study, acts of justice and mercy, and witness to the love of God in Christ Jesus
· motivates us to love, justice and mercy

· affects our values, goals, perspectives about the world and God’s will

· encourages prayer in and for our callings: intercession, thanksgiving, forgiveness, guidance

· enables critique of misplaced values, actions, institutions

· prepares and enables us as witnesses to Jesus Christ in the world wherever we are and as appropriate

God’s Work on Us
· Living as a Christian involves paradoxes and tensions: that are a realistic description of the experience of sin and grace
· In Christ God comes to save us and we are counted righteous for Christ’s sake

· Yet in faith we know we are still sinful even though God has pardoned us

· In this time between now and eternity, we alternately improve and grow in our character and abilities and fall back again into old habits of forgetting the neighbor and focusing on ourselves and our own righteousness.

· God puts this sinful self to death through the law – not by acts of remorse, etc.—but precisely in the cross that comes in our callings in daily life.

· the new self of faith loves the neighbor gladly

· the old self loves the neighbor through the demands of our callings.

· The same good work we do in our callings 
· gets the neighbor loved 

· is a means for God’s Spirit to sanctify us by putting our old sinful self to death

· We don’t need to go looking for crosses; they may be hidden in the chores and stresses of ordinary life

· Having our sinful self put to death daily (baptism) in our callings in ordinary life, opens us up to live by faith and makes room for Christ in our lives 

· Our true identity is this new life known in part here and now through faith in Christ and in part through our hope for eternal life.

Afterward

These considerations about the Christian’s calling in the world invite further reflection on

education, choice of occupation, married and single, the vocation of elderly persons, ethical responsibility in the face of issues of justice and mercy, tendencies to support the status quo, life style issues, and many other issues.
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