Martin Luther: On Christian Liberty (1520)
"The whole of the Christian life in a brief form"
Part 3: Concluding Thoughts: 

I. Distinguishing Good Works and True Spiritual Freedom
1. Christians live not in themselves but in Christ and in their neighbor:

· in Christ through faith (caught us beyond self into God)

· in the neighbor through love (descends into the neighbor)
2. No work is either Good or Christian that is not done solely for the purpose of
· keeping the body under control

· serving the neighbor

3. Any work done to seek our own benefit (including all churchly practices) destroys Christian freedom

4. Christ has “put us on” and acted for us to give us all good things

5. As we “put on” the neighbor all good things in us flow from Christ to the neighbor

II. A Word of Caution: Avoid the Common Misunderstanding

1. Faith in Christ does not free us from works, but from false notions about works

· faith teaches us to know that righteousness is not through works

· but for the body works are as necessary as food and drink

2. Avoid the extremes:The freedom of faith is not an occasion for the flesh
· those who rely completely on religious practices as the way of salvation

· those who abandon all religious practices altogether, as if all things are OK and thereby quarrel about trifling and unnecessary matters

3. Hold to the middle ground: righteousness does not rest either on clinging to or abandoning outward ceremonial or religious practices

· Offend boldly for the sake of freedom in the face of those who insist on correct practices

· Boldly resist the false leaders/teachers and their legalities

· Take care not to offend in the face of those of simple or weak faith who cannot yet grasp the liberty of faith – serve them through love.

· Spare the timid who are held captive by such tyrants

· “Fight against the wolves and for the sheep”

· Use your freedom in secret between yourself and God

III. The Duty of Faithful Leaders

Teach people to have a correct knowledge and estimate of faith – and to abandon false estimates and thinking about works.

As honors are the test of humility

So religious ceremonies and practices are the dangerous test of faith

· Play with fire and you will get burned
Ceremonies are only the preparations/plans for the true building; they present only the form and not the true power of true religion and faith

May God grant such teachers to enable us to escape from the slavery of works to the freedom of faith – this hidden mystery of the say of God’s salvation
