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CONNECTING NATURE WITH SCRIPTURE

My aim is to highlight how nature is a part of God’s gift to us and especially how God uses nature to help us to understand God’s message. For this part of my project I will be focusing on the children in the congregation which will hopefully engage the adults as well.  I will do this by uplifting the themes of nature from the Sunday text. I have used scripture from Year A for Advent to illustrate how this can be done. 

While the aim of this part of the project is to highlight themes in nature, it is also helps children to teach the adults in the congregation and for them to know at least some of the text that is read ahead of time. Connecting God’s love, care and teaching with nature also fosters how God is with us in all places.  Few are the places that we cannot see some part of nature, such as grass, a bird, a tree, a plant, water, et cetera.  The leader can bring out the all encompassing love and presence of God in both implicit and explicit ways.  Moreover, helping children to see that God works through nature fosters affinity toward nature. Nature is no longer a thing God made for us, but a living entity that God continues to love, teach and care for all creation through.

For this project I have outlined four activities the children can do in relation to the reading for each Sunday.

	Advent A

	First Sunday of Advent
	Sunday between November 27 and December 3
	Isaiah 2:1-5
	Psalm 122
	Romans 13:11-14
	Matthew 24:36-44

	Second Sunday of Advent
	Sunday between December 4 and December 10
	Isaiah 11:1-10
	Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19
	Romans 15:4-13
	Matthew 3:1-12

	Third Sunday of Advent
	Sunday between December 11 and December 17
	Isaiah 35:1-10
	Psalm 146:5-10
	James 5:7-10
	Matthew 11:2-11

	
	
	
	Luke 1:47-55
	
	

	Fourth Sunday of Advent
	Sunday between December 18 and December 24
	Isaiah 7:10-16
	Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19
	Romans 1:1-7
	Matthew 1:18-25


Chart courtesy of TextWeek.com (http://www.textweek.com/yeara/yeara.htm).

4th Sunday:  Have the children collect pictures from vacation or from magazines regarding nature and desert. Make a collage to contrast the images between desert and fullness.  In preparation for reading the text on Sunday morning put some collages in the pews for people to look at (especially children). Make copies and have different covers for the bulletin.  The children can then find their own collage and show their parents/guardians/care-giver after or during services. It would also be ideal for the pastor to join the children as they make these collages so that she or he can bring the reflections of the children about nature in relation to the texts to the pulpit. 

3rd Sunday:  Have an area where children can grow some seed, whether that be of grass, corn or other seed that is easy to grow. Starting a simple terrarium or seeds in a bag is just as easy. Talk with children about how God takes care of the land and brings rain and what they can learn about how God loves and works with humans through nature. Place the seedlings in a place where the congregation can seem them, such as where coffee hour is at or adult forums.  (See insert one for directions on growing and maintaining seedlings.)  

2nd Sunday:  Bring in fruit for others.  

1st Sunday:  Unfortunately, many are disconnected with what it means to have a lion, lam and fatling come together or what kind of peace is envisioned when children can lead a herd!  However, there are many ways to bring home this vision of harmony that is illustrated in the Bible.  One way is to have kids take pictures of animals, land and people along with construction sites, buildings, landfills, or any images that show the disharmony we live with. Paring people who have digital cameras with those who do not is one way to address any problems regarding availability of cameras (and a great way to get people together.)  Having kids recycle magazines and cut out pictures is another way kids can get in on the action. Drawing, painting and coloring pictures is yet another way.  Have children bring these images/pictures with them on the first Sunday of Advent to hang them in a prominent place in the sanctuary during Advent so many can see the anticipation and reality of scripture in today’s world.  

Terrarium Insert 1
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You can plant just about any kind of seed in this terrarium. Children love to see the plants growing. 

Parental supervision is recommended. 

This project is rated EASY to do. 

What You Need
 

· Plastic 2 liter soda pop bottle with cap (remember to ask for recycled ‘donations’ from the congregation and have them follow directions 1-3 below to help you prepare!)

· Very sharp scissors or craft knife 

· Dirt or potting soil (remember to ask for compost from church members, or use dirt from the church compost pile if that is applicable.)

· Seeds 

· Water 

· Permanent black marker 

 


How To Make It
 

1. Remove the label from the bottle. Discard label. Save cap! 

2. Wash and rinse out the bottle and cap. 

3. Cut the bottle close to the bottom. I found a "line" about at the end of the label and cut there. You can cut it higher if you wish. 

4. Lightly place dirt or potting soil in the base. 

5. Plant a few seeds in the dirt. 

6. Lightly water. 

7. Put the cap on the bottle. 

8. Cover the base with the top of the bottle. You will have to fiddle with it a bit to fit back inside the base. 

9. Place in a sunny spot and watch for your seeds to grow. 

10. When the plants are ready, repot them or plant them in your garden. 

11. Enjoy! 

Grow Your Own Corn
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Children will enjoy watching the seeds sprout! 

This project is rated VERY EASY to do. 

What You Need
 

· Kernels of popcorn 

· Ziploc bag (there is no reason that a washed out, used bag from home cannot work verses a new bag, which only creates more waste.)

· Dirt (Again, asking a member or two who composts to supply the dirt is a wonderful way to tie in other members and a closer connection with nature.)

· Water
 
How To Make It
 
Place some dirt in a Ziploc bag, add some water and a few kernels of popcorn. 

Seal the bag and place it in a sunny window. You should see some growth within a week.
 

Directions courtesy of www.kidsdomain.com/craft
