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Objective: Help participants learn to be better stewards of the creation God has given us through the practical application of creating and maintaining a compost pile.

Require Materials: 
Large Plastic Container




Leaves, Straw and other Carbon sources




Kitchen waste, Vegetable peelings and other Nitrogen sources




Earth Worms




Twigs




Screw driver and hammer to punch holes in container 




One copy or copies of the Compost booklet

Note: When done with an age group, one or more compost piles can be started at the education center. When done with an inter-generational group or family, each small group can make a compost pile to be taken home as the family leaves the activity. 

Procedure when project is done with family units:
1. A week before the project date, give the families a list of the materials they need to bring. Such items can include bags of leaves, worms, a plastic container for each family, and kitchen waste. Also, ask each family to prepare a certain dish for the meal that will be served. 

2. Gather the families for the meal. Keep the meal theme, prayers, etc. as “Earthy” as possible. Consider this for a table prayer: 


Almighty Father,


Whose voice we hear in the wind,


Whose breath gives life to all the world,


And whose hand we see in all creation,


Grant that we may say,


That we never take a drink of water


Nor a bite to eat


Without being mindful of,


And grateful for,


Your goodness.

Or if a meal is not involved, another type of prayer may be:


 For all the beautiful flowers in your beautiful world,


We like to thank you Lord.


For each part of each flower, for the ground where they grow,


We like to thank you Lord.


For your care for the flowers and your care for us,


We like to thank you Lord.

3. After the meal, have family’s scrape the safe composting foods left on their plates into a bucket. This food will be used in the next steps. 

4. Perform a dramatic representation of the Zacchaeus story in Luke 19. This can be done through a skit, a song, puppet play, a dramatic storytelling, etc. 

5. After the story, explain themes that relate the story to earth care

$ 

Zacchaeus was considered by others as some one nobody wanted to see or be around.

$ 

People treated Zacchaeus as if he was nothing, garbage. 

$ 

Zacchaeus felt bad about himself because of how people treated him.

$ 

We might feel like this too when we have trouble with math, don’t get chosen for a team, etc.

$ 

When we look at the food scraped from our plates we see bits and pieces of things that people didn’t want, things they want to throw away, garbage. 

$ 

Feeling bad like Zacchaeus isn’t fun...but Jesus saw Zacchaeus and didn’t see garbage, he saw a man who could be different, even beautiful. Jesus saw a man who could be recycled into something useful and wonderful for God. 

$ 

God sees the same thing in us that he saw in Zacchaeus. He sees a wonderful, beautiful child, not the rubbish that other people think they see. He loves us and uses us as he sees fit. 

$ 

We can do the same thing with the food we see as garbage. (Show flowers in a flower pot)

$ 

The flowers are healthy because they are growing in healthy ground. 

$ 


Today we are going to make a compost pile. The pile will produce healthy ground for flowers and plants to grow in. 

$ 


We can look at the food waste as something that can be transformed to give plants life. 

This is obviously meant for younger children, but the same themes can be explored with people of all ages. 

6. Gather the families in their units and pass out the compost booklets or handouts OR read through it out loud if a copy is not available for all people. Follow through the booklet and make a compost pile. 

Children can decorate the outside of the plastic with paints and other forms of decoration. 

7. After the activity, help families take the piles home. Line a trunk with a plastic garbage bag to keep any dirt from getting in the trunk. 

Follow up: Be sure to explain to families how to keep their compost pile going. If this is done with a group of youth, designate people to check, turn and water the pile every few weeks. Also designate someone to add waste scraps to the pile. 

This booklet can be passed out so families can complete this activity at their home. 

Compost piles don’t have to be huge and messy. Small piles can be kept in a container inside a porch or other well ventilated area. The pile should not smell foul or attract flies if attended to properly. 

