Education units 

Christian Education in Relation to Creation

Joy Norquist

These are lessons that are suitable for youth from grade 2 through middle school.  They are intended to be used within an existing curriculum as an ongoing awareness to create a habitual creation concern.  

Lesson one: By what name do we call creation?

What is in a name?

Objective: To discover the power of a name.  Participants should see that when something has a name it is not so easy to dismiss it or forget it.  A name holds both responsibility and relationship.  A name is powerful! The object of this lesson is not to actually come up with a name for creation (it is God’s to name) but rather to see that creation needs the same love as any named entity like their dog, the lake their cabin is near or their favorite book.  

Materials:

Nametags and Pens

Photographs
· People, places and animals that are recognizably named. Suggestions are Martin Luther King Jr., Old Faithful, Mt Everest, your current pastor, Nemo (of Finding Nemo), etc…. 

· Pictures that may look like a named things like an Orca whale (Willy), a collie dog (Lassie).  

· General pictures of animals, people and places. Include landscape, people, animal, insect etc… 

Note - Make sure that included are pictures that may not be viewed as cuddly or friendly for example a spider, a poor child, a dump, a car, a broken down neighborhood, and depending on the group include a picture of the result of a forest fire, a dead animal or a bone.  

Hint: there are several sources for such pictures.  Of course there are many downloadable pictures on the internet.  Also photos by Brandenburg and Ansel Adams are great examples of nature that may or may not be named.  National Geographic and Nature Conservancy are also good sources for excellent photos.   Make copies so they can be run through on card and stacked appropriately.

Objects 

· a stone (fist size)

· a burned piece of wood

· a flower

· a feather 

· If possible have someone bring in live creature like a tarantula or snake.

Set up

Arrange the room so that the group is in a circle so that everyone is seen and can be seen.  A table is not necessary but it helps to facilitate the passing of objects.  Set them up by saying that if everyone can’t see each other they need to adjust themselves.

Part one 

Show the photos one at a time and have the participants describe the photo.  Place the photos face down as they are described in two piles; those that are described by name and those that are not.   Listen carefully for any name that comes up in the description whether it is contained in a comment including ‘looks like,’ or ‘just like.’

Make sure the pictures are random to begin with then sort them into two piles of named and unnamed as it occurs.

Ask the students why they referred to something by name.  

Have they ever had the privilege of naming anything?  How did they go about choosing a name?  What sort of things did they think about?  Explain that some names fit, some names are funny and some names connect to family or place. 

Part Two

Read Genesis 2:15-23. God brought all the creatures to Adam to name.  What he named them they were.  Why did God let Adam name the creatures?

Read Isaiah 9:6.What is the purpose of these names?

Read Luke 16:19- 30. Lazarus and the Rich man.  Why is Lazarus the only person named in the parables?  

What is it about a name?  Is everything named?  Is it important that we see the name of things that need protection? Love? Care?  What happens to you when you name something, someone?

By what name might we call the earth?  Some examples might be ‘the garden’, ‘global village,’ ‘home’, ‘blue marble’, ‘third rock from the sun’, etc...

Project:

Write a note to the earth by a proper name.  Include in the notes how we might care for our new named earth and her inhabitants, what the earth needs for good health, long life and happiness.

Post the notes in the room to remind the participants of their new relationship.

Cultural references

Mt Fuji in Japan is given the honorific that is the same as a teacher Fujisan not yama as all other mountains are.  Why might that be?  

Native American People refer to the earth as mother, the sky as father and the animals as brothers and sisters.

The Vedas compare creation to a spider's web, that the spider creates and then lies within. God is both the container of the universe and what is contained in it.
-Ramakrishna (Hindu)

It is better to see God in everything than to try and figure it out.
-Neem Karoli Baba (Hindu)

The Merciful is kind to those who are merciful. If you show compassion to your fellow creatures in this world, then those in heaven shall be compassionate toward you.
-The Prophet Muhammad, as narrated by Abd'Allah bin Amr

The basic fact is that humanity survives through kindness, love and compassion. That human beings can develop these qualities is their real blessing.
-His Holiness the Dalai Lama

It is God who sends down water from the sky. You drink the water; the water causes crops to grow on which your livestock feed; and it brings forth corn and olives, dates and grapes, and every other fruit. Surely this is a sign for thoughtful people.
-Qur'an, An-Nahl, Surah 16:10-11

The countless animals that roam the earth cannot provide for themselves. God provides for them, as he provides for you. He alone hears all and knows all. If you were to ask the animals who created the heavens and the earth, and who commands the sun and the moon, they would reply, "God." So how can you turn away from him? God gives abundantly to some and sparingly to others, as he pleases; he knows all things.
-Qur'an, Al-'Ankabut, Surah 29:60-62

Lesson two: Contact Drawing

Materials: Paper and pencils.

Purpose: to really see at what they are looking.  To see the details including the tiny hairs on legs, the way that sections fit into one another (like a stack of Dixie cups), the concentric rings, the shape of the head, the action of the antennae, and the line of the shape.  When one has to look this closely at a creature the “icky” parts become details that are no longer mysterious.  The students will develop an intimate knowledge that moves their attitudes about the creature beyond “icky” to fascinating.  By this we more fully grasp the amazing creative power of God who makes earth worm and eagles, pill bugs and people.  Amazing!

Place in the center of the table a “regular” creature that lives in anyone’s backyard.  Suggested creatures might be a slug, millipedes, a worm, and pill bugs.   Use a large clear jar, a transparent bin or have someone be the designated “shepherd” to keep the creature on a piece of plain white paper.  

Have the students draw what is technically called a contact drawing.  They are not to look at their papers, place their pencil on the paper and draw what they see keeping their pencil on the paper until the drawing is done.  

Note: you may need to help them not look by holding a piece of paper under their chin.  

Goal: to really see the creature in front.  The purpose is not the make a beautiful drawing, in fact the drawing doesn’t matter it is the seeing that counts.

Lesson three: the Pumpkin Seed
© Joy Norquist

This is a lesson that I have taught with my business for years.  It is one of my favorites and kids want to hear the story year after year.  Although the story is legend attributed to several origins, the lesson is my design.  Use it to teach the merits of kindness.  Peace!

The Pumpkin Seed

Materials: your voice and a place to sit in a circle on the floor.  The teller, of course, should be able to move around so make sure all can see you. 

Object: to impress upon the listeners that our actions impact more that ourselves.  Sometimes they are rewarded in ways that benefit us and sometimes we pay for misdeeds.  

Telling the story  

Storytelling requires the storyteller to become a part of the story as a narrator or a character or both.  By moving around you keep the interest of the listeners.  If the story says the character sits, they sit. If the story says she waited, they wait.  Give the listeners every opportunity to feel as thought they are a part of the scene.

I have never written this story on paper before so I have written it as I tell it.  The key to good storytelling is to vary meter, line length and punctuate your telling with short emphasis phrases.  

The Pumpkin Seed

A long time ago there was an old woman who lived all by herself in a little hut by the river.  She was very poor.  Every morning she would wake up, wrap herself in her tattered shawl, warm herself by her fire and take up her wooden bowl.  She would go down to the river, gather seeds from the grasses that grew there, pound them into meal and that’s what she would eat!  She was hungry, and she was poor.

One morning she woke up, wrapped herself in her shawl, took her bowl, went down to the river and began to gather her seeds.  As she was working she noticed on the ground a little bird.  She walked over to it.  It didn’t fly off so she bent down and picked it up and found that it was trembling with cold.  She held it close to her, wrapped her shawl around it and carried it back to her little house.  

When she got back to her house and set the bird on her table, she could see why he didn’t fly off.  He was wounded. He couldn’t fly.  The old woman got some water and washed off his wounds, she gave him some water to drink.  She built a little basket and but it near the fire so he could warm up.  And then she went to her wooden dish and took half of her seeds and fed them to the bird.  He ate the seeds and for the next few days she cared for him.  She kept his wounds clean, she kept him fed and watered, warm and dry.  Soon he got well and when he began to fly around her house she knew he was well.

She took him to the river, held her hands up and he flew off with strength because of the kindness she had shown him.  She was sad for she was lonely and liked his company but he was a wild bird.  She said “goodbye” and let him go.

The next day she got up as usual, put on her shawl, warmed herself by her fire and took her wooden bowl.  She went down to the river and began to gather her seeds.  As she was working the bird came back!  She held out her hand and it landed on her thumb and placed in her hand a pumpkin seed.  A PUMPKIN SEED!  (For you and me – big deal! But for her – she could eat a pumpkin seed for many days) She thanked the bird and he flew off.  

The woman took that precious seed home and planted it.  She gave it water and said, “Soon I will have pumpkins!”  Sure enough, the next day there was a vine.  The day after that pumpkin blossoms bloomed.  The day after that were 12 golden, beautiful pumpkins!  

Now the woman had a friend who lived across the bridge and into the woods a ways.  She called her friend and said, “Come and share my pumpkins with me!”  Her friend came out of the woods, crossed the bridge and together they cut off a pumpkin and carried it into her little house.  They placed it on the table and with her one good knife they began to cut the pumpkin open.  

The women were talking about what they would do with the pumpkin.  “Maybe we’ll have pumpkin mush, or salad.  Maybe we’ll have pumpkin kabobs or roast pumpkin!”  The pumpkin finally fell open and the women both gasped.  Inside the pumpkin was a meal!  Perfectly seasoned and fully prepared.  There was roasted meat, roasted vegetables, fresh bread, fruit and a pie!  The women had never seen food like this before.  Together they shared that meal.  

The next day they cut open another pumpkin.  Another meal!  For twelve days they shared those meals together.  

When the pumpkins were all gone, the woman who lived across the river and into the woods a ways said to herself, “I have to find me a bird like that!”

The next day she got up, got dressed and began to look for a bird.  She looked in the grass.  She looked in the bushes.  She looked in the trees.  She couldn’t find a bird.  Finally out of frustration, she picked up a stone and flung it into a tree, dropping a bird to the ground.

“There’s a bird!” she said.  She ran over and grabbed the bird.  She took it home and put it on the floor of her house.  She said, “I wonder hoe much I have to do?  I suppose I have to give it some water.  I suppose I have to give it some food.”  For a few days she cared for the bird and after a day or two, she decided that must be enough.  She took the bird to the river and threw it into the air.  The bird feebly flew off.  “Ha,” she said. “Now I will get my magic pumpkins.”

The next day, she went down to the river, found a rock and sat down to wait.  She waited.  And she waited…she waited and waited….  Sure enough the bird came back.  It landed on her thumb and placed into her hand a pumpkin seed.  She shooed the bird away and took the pumpkin seed home, planted it and said, “Now I will get my magic pumpkins!”

Sure enough the next day a vine had grown. The next day pumpkin blossoms bloomed and on the third day – 12 beautiful, golden pumpkins!

Now this woman was not a good friend.  She didn’t call her friend to share.  All by herself she cut off a pumpkin and carried it into her house.  All by herself she began to cut it open. “I can’t wait for dinner.”  She cut and cut and soon her pumpkin fell open.  She gasped!  Her pumpkin was full of – WORMS!

Questions for discussion

Kids love this story and have many wonderful ideas about the women, their relationship and motivations.  Let them come up with answers.  The following has questions that your can start with and guide the discussion to the source of kindness and what sort reward might come of kindness.  

Q.  Why do you think the second woman’s pumpkin had worms in it?

Possible answers – she wasn’t very nice to the bird (she threw a rock at it.  She did as little as possible for the bird.  She threw it away.

Q.  When the first woman helped the bird, did she know she was going to get magic pumpkins?

A.  No

Q.  So then why did she help the bird?

Pos. Answers -. Because it was hurt.  Because she was nice.  Etc…

Answer.  Because it was the right thing to do.

Interjection: When she (the first woman) first saw the bird did she complain?  Did she ignore it?  Did she think about how hard it might be to care for it?  How she would have to share her food? No, she helped the bird fully with her heart.  That is where kindness comes from.  It should be as natural as breathing.  When you see someone who needs your help, you give it to them.  What is what we are here for, to help each other?  

Q.  Why did the second woman help the bird?  

A. To get the magic pumpkins.

Interjection: Yes, she wanted the reward.  She helps the bird with her head.  That is where self-serving comes from.  That is where “what’s in it for me?” comes from.  That is where greed comes from.

Q. Did she get what she deserved?

A. Yes, I think a pumpkin full of worms is exactly what she deserved.

Final thoughts:  The participants have now figured out that the first woman was kind without thought of a reward.  You can move them further to see that kindness usually creates more kindness.  

Would they rather live in a world where people are kind to one another and the earth and her creatures or a world where everyone just tries to get stuff for themselves?  

