Taizé Worship

From the ecumenical community of Taizé, in the tiny village of Taizé in eastern France, comes a style of worship we simply call Taizé.

During the solitude of a long silent retreat in the early 1950s, Brother Roger wrote the first of the Taizé texts. These formed “The Rule of Taizé”, in which Brother Roger expressed, for his fellow brothers, the essential aspects of their common life. Brother Roger first came to the village of Taizé in 1940 at the age of 25. He had dreamed of starting a community “on account of Christ and the gospel.” He chose the village of Taizé because it was a place and a time marked by human distress. His house became a place of welcome for refugees, especially Jews, fleeing from Nazi occupation. Initially, the community was made up of brothers from various Protestant denominations, but over time it became an ecumenical community. The brothers, then and now, model a way of joyful living infused with genuine love for neighbor. 

The prayers and music of Taizé are characteristically responsive, meditative, repetitive and always guided by the spirit of Christ. They focus on Christian communal living, bearing one another’s burdens, simplicity of living, love and care for the suffering and oppressed in the world, seeking justice and harmony, connection with the church catholic, and reconciliation between Christians split by denominational issues. 

Although the Taizé texts are the product of young adults seeking faith formation, they are appropriate for all who are grappling with what it means to live as a follower of Christ amidst the tensions and struggles of the contemporary world. The texts and songs of Taizé are as relevant today as they were fifty years ago. 

Today, Taizé is a place to which visitors of all ages and backgrounds come on pilgrimage and to participate in international meetings of prayer and reflection.

source: Parable of Community: the Rule and other basic texts of Taizé, 

by Brother Roger, Prior of Taizé, NY: Seabury Press, 1981.

Songs:

Gloria, WOV 640

Ube Caritas et Amor, (Where True Charity and Love Abide), WOV 665

Stay Here, WOV 667

Veni Sancte Spiritus (Holy Spirit Come to Us), WOV 686

Eat This Bread, WOV 709

Jesus Remember Me, WOV 740

O Lord, Hear My Prayer (The Lord Is My Song), WOV 772

