WORSHIP FOR SPIRITUALITY OF FOOD RETREAT

Call to Worship

Leader: We are the people of God who are gathered to celebrate the beauty of the earth and the creative wonder of Christ among us.

All: Through the Word all things were made and in Christ our universe is held together.

Leader: We are the people of God who gather to experience the power of God’s love.

All: We see a glimpse of God’s love in the wonder of our world.  It is God who creates, who forms, who displays eternal power and majesty in all creation.  Praise God for the beauty of creation.

Hymn: celebrating the beauty and mystery of creation (Refer to Hymn list below)

Invocation

Prayer of the Day

Almighty God, in giving us dominion over things on earth, you made us fellow workers in your creation.  Give us wisdom and reverence to use the resources of nature, so that no one may suffer from our abuse of them and that generations yet to come may continue to praise you for your bounty; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.

Greeting and Peace

Confession

Leader: God of all creation;

All: We confess that we live in a world of shattered dreams and broken promises.  We confess that we use and abuse our world and the creatures of our planet. We confess that we are not willing to share the world’s resources, but would rather keep them for ourselves. God of the soil, water, and air; forgive our sinful nature and make us a new creation fashioned in you image.

Assurance of Pardon

Leader: People of God’s world, God is alive and at work in this world and the next.  God’s creative power continues to recreate love where there is hate and healing where there is hurt. Through Jesus Christ all things were created.  Through Jesus Christ all creation is sustained. In the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit our sin is forgiven and we are free to live as God’s people.

Hymn: (Refer to Hymn list below)
Reading

Deut. 24:17-22 

You shall not deprive a resident alien or an orphan of justice; you shall not take a widow's garment in pledge. Remember that you were a slave in Egypt and the Lord your God redeemed you from there; therefore I command you to do this. 

When you reap your harvest in your field and forget a sheaf in the field, you shall not go back to get it; it shall be left for the alien, the orphan, and the widow, so that the Lord your God may bless you in all your undertakings. When you beat your olive trees, do not strip what is left; it shall be for the alien, the orphan, and the widow. 

When you gather the grapes of your vineyard, do not glean what is left; it shall be for the alien, the orphan, and the widow. Remember that you were a slave in the land of Egypt; therefore I am commanding you to do this. 

A Psalm of the Earth

Psalm 65
L: You are the hope of all the ends of the earth and of the farthest seas. 

By your strength you established the mountains;

you are girded with might. 

C: You silence the roaring of the seas,

the roaring of their waves, the tumult of the peoples. 

L: Those who live at earth's farthest bounds are awed by your signs;

you make the gateways of the morning and the evening shout for joy.

 C: You visit the earth and water it, you greatly enrich it;
the river of God is full of water; you provide the people with grain,

for so you have prepared it. 

L: You water its furrows abundantly, settling its ridges,

softening it with showers, and blessing its growth. 

C: You crown the year with your bounty;

your wagon tracks overflow with richness. 

L: The pastures of the wilderness overflow,

the hills gird themselves with joy, 

C: the meadows clothe themselves with flocks,

the valleys deck themselves with grain,

they shout and sing together for joy.

Gospel


Matthew 6:25-34

"Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink, or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothing? Look at the birds of the air; they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? And can any of you by worrying add a single hour to your span of life? And why do you worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like one of these. But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you--you of little faith? Therefore do not worry, saying, 'What will we eat?' or 'What will we drink?' or 'What will we wear?' For it is the Gentiles who strive for all these things; and indeed your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. But strive first for the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. 

"So do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will bring worries of its own. Today's trouble is enough for today. 

Meditation

Hymn (Refer to Hymn list below)
Prayers

Affirmation of Faith

We believe in God who has created and is creating; 


who has come in Jesus to reconcile and make new; 


who works in us and others by the Spirit.  We trust God. 

God calls us to be in the church; to celebrate God’s presence; 


to love and serve; to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, our judge and hope.  

This is God’s world. To us is given a vision of nations and races, lands and peoples, joined together in love. We celebrate and renew that vision, 


opening ourselves to the One who is its source. 

We breathe the strength of the Spirit and work 


in partnership with God and all creation.  

We dedicate our life and energy to the building of a world 


where all may know the peace of God.

Offering

Offertory Doxology 

Praise God on whom our lives depend, 

Praise God whose love shall never end.

With justice, love, humility,

May we serve daily, faithfully. Amen. 

(Source: For All who Minister, A worship Manual for the  Church of the Brethren, Brethren Press, Elgin Ill, 1993. p. 122.)

Offertory Prayer

O God, We bring these gifts like red raspberries in a cup.  Like dandelions in a bouquet brought by a child. They never seem like enough and we are never quite enough - to get the captives freed, to get the people fed, to get the good news spread.  So we offer them for your blessing, confident in you grace, which makes raspberries a feast and dandelions a fragrant garden. (Source: For All who Minister, A worship Manual for the  Church of the Brethren, Brethren Press, Elgin Ill, 1993. p. 121.)
Great Thanksgiving

Words of Institution

Lord’s Prayer

Distribution

Distribution Hymn

Post communion blessing and prayer

Benediction

Dismissal

Sending hymn (Refer to Hymn list below)
Sundays to celebrate creation care: Earth Day (~April 22), Stewardship of Creation (ELCA designated 2nd Sunday after Pentecost), World Food Day (October 16), Thanksgiving, harvest festivals.

Hymns:

All Creatures of our God and King, LBW 527

All Things Bright and Beautiful, WOV 767

Beautiful Savior, LBW 518

For the Beauty of the Earth, LBW 561

For the Fruit of All Creation, LBW 563

Joyful, Joyful, we Adore Thee, LBW 551

Love Divine and Loves Excelling. LBW 315

Morning Has Broken

Cantad al Senor (Oh Sing to the Lord), WOV 795

Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow, LBW, 564 (Same tune as From all that Dwell Below the Skies, LBW 550)  (See also the Offertory Doxology above.)

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, LBW 543

Praise the Lord! O Heavens, LBW 540

Sing Praise to God, the Highest Good, LBW 542

Sing Out, Earth and Skies, RW R289

This is My Father’s World, LBW 554

When Morning Gilds the Skies, LWB 543

When Long Before Time, WOV 799

