Join the Science & Religion Dialogue

The North Central Program in Science & Theology and Hennepin Avenue United Methodist Church sponsor a
monthly Science & Faith Roundtable that explores a wide variety of topics. If you’re interested in how science
and religion can be partners in the quest for truth, this book club may be for you. Our gatherings on the fourth
Thursday of the month are marked with great questions, lively discussions, occasional debates, and frequent
laughter. All of the meetings are free and newcomers are always welcome to join us!

Meetings are held at Hennepin Avenue United Methodist Church
511 Groveland Avenue (at Lyndale & 94) Minneapolis, MN 55403
612.871.5303 « haumc.org

(Due to the holidays, we will not meet on the 4th Thursday in Nov. or Dec., 2008. Our regular schedule will resume Jan. 22, 2009.)

Thursday, December 4, 7:00 PM « Take a break from the books! Bring a snack to share while we g . Wtwur?
relax and watch the metaphysical ylm What the (Bleep) Do We Know!? This unlikely cult hit from e Rabbit Hole
2004 stars Academy Award winner Marlee Matlin as Amanda, a photographer suddenly transported .
into a metaphysical world of quantum mechanics, odd science and mind-bending phenomena.
Guided by physicists, engineers, biologists and mystics, she tumbles down the rabbit hole and gets
a yrst-hand look at the fascinating links between science and spirituality in our everyday lives.

W Thursday, January 22 7:00 PM « We will discuss The Hidden Face of God:
RCBEARE  Science Reveals the Ultimate Truth by Gerald Schroeder. Israeli physicist
¥ Schroeder, an MIT-trained scientist who has worked in both physics and biology, takes a bold
. step forward with the claim that science provides positive reasons for faith. From cosmology
7 to neurology, the latest research makes sense only if viewed from a metaphysical perspective.
4 The strict materialism that excludes all purpose, choice, and spirituality from the world simply
cannot account for the data pouring in from labs and observatories. Nor can it explain the thrill of
transcendence that occasionally pierces ordinary lives.

Thursday, February 26, 7:00 PM « We will discuss The Luminous Web: Essays
on Science and Religion by Barbara Brown Taylor. In this accessible book, Taylor
describes her own journey as an Episcopal priest (holding the Harry R. Butman Chair in Religion
and Philosophy at Piedmont College) trying to learn what the insights of quantum physics, the new
biology, and chaos theory can teach the Christian believer. In explaining why the church should
care about the new discovers and insights into the physical world that modern science has to offer,
Taylor suggest ways that Christians might close the gap between spirit and matter, between the | 5. qminous web
secular and the sacred. el L

wm Thursday, March 26, 7:00 PM « We will discuss Blue Twilight: Nature,

s Creationism and American Religion by Langdon Gilkey. Professor of Theology Emeritus at the
University of Chlcago Divinity School, Gilkey takes the measure of the current American religious
J and cultural crisis, assesses recent theological responses to it, and shows how these illumine our
understanding of the ongoing creationism controversy. He gauges the legacy of such key ygures as
., Paul Tillich, Reinhold Niebuhr, and Karl Barth for our current situation. Long a crusader against
creationism, “creation science,” and the Religious Right, Gilkey shows plainly how the latter is
neither religious nor right but is symptomatic of larger unanswered challenges of modernity.

Barbwra Broven Taylor

(FTTEr vl T hursday, April 23, 7:00 PM « We will discuss Scientiyc Mythologies: How
Science and Science Fiction Forge New Religious Beliefs by James Herrick.
Professor of Communication at Hope College, Herrick looks at the surprisingly frequent
collusion of science and science yction for promoting alternative religions or spiritualities. In &= &
these new mythologies, spiritual beings with creation powers, or at least highly advanced and [EE G =8
friendly aliens, are imagined and given plausibility by association in various ways with science.
He demonstrates how through ylm and yction, these ideas have a far greater social impact
than might be expected and are exerting some inpuence on political, scientiyc and religious
discussions and decisions.




